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Giant canopy cycle procession to launch the inaugural  
Lancashire Encounter festival in Preston  

 
• On Tuesday 22 September 12:00 – 13:00, The People’s Canopy, a series of mobile structures 

on bicycle wheels, will be pedalled into the city by up to 40 University of Central Lancashire 
volunteers to take centre place at Lancashire Encounter festival 

• The Canopy will be accompanied on its journey by a procession of cyclists and cycle groups 
and all cyclists are invited to join!  

• A Cycle Pop Up Hub will meet the procession at The Flag Market, with refreshments 
including bike-powered smoothies 

 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES:  

• PHOTO & FILM 12:00 at St Peters Square, UCLan Campus: Departure of The People’s Canopy   
                             and cycle  procession 

12:00 – 13:00 from St Peters Square, along Friargate and into Preston City 
Centre; The People’s Canopy and procession en route 

               13:00 at The Flag Market: Arrival of The People’s Canopy and cycle    
               procession   

• INTERVIEWS      13:30 at The Flag Market: with The People’s Canopy architect James Shen;   
                                            with commissioning ICP project curators Elaine Speight and Charles Quick 
 
The People’s Canopy, the festival canopy on bicycle wheels arrives in Preston on Tuesday 22 
September 12:00 – 13:00, to launch the inaugural Lancashire Encounter. Pedalled into the city by up 
to 40 volunteer cyclists from the University of Central Lancashire it will take its central place for the 
festival on Preston’s Flag Market. In a great celebration of the bike, the Canopy’s journey will 
accompanied by a procession of cyclists and cycle groups – and all with cycles are invited to take 
part! A Pop Up Cycle Hub will meet the Canopy as it reaches its destination with refreshments, 
(including bike-powered smoothies!), information stalls and representation by local cycle groups and 
events. 
 
Specially designed for Preston on the theme of the city as a meeting place, The People’s Canopy is 
commissioned by In Certain Places at UCLan and is an international collaboration with the award-
winning People’s Architecture Office in Beijing. 
 
In situ for the festival, the Canopy will transform the centre of Preston, linking together the Covered 
Markets, Birley Street, The Birley Studios, former Post Office, Flag Market and the Harris Museum: a 
sustainable, city friendly and ingenious way to provide space for the multiple activities of Lancashire 
Encounter and to connect the city spaces. The Canopy will host and be home to commissioned 
artworks, community gatherings, performances, workshops, meetings, interventions, an Arts 
Market, a day of activity presented by UCLan and a whole spectrum of creative activity across the 
festival weekend 25 – 27 September. 
 
There are many opportunities to get involved, full information is available 
at www.peoplescanopy.info. 
 

ENDS 
For further information please contact info@incertainplaces.org  or rbartholomew@uclan.ac.uk. 

Click here for direct access to The People’s Canopy media library http://bit.ly/mediaicp 
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http://incertainplaces.org/
http://www.peoples-architecture.com/pao/
http://www.preston.gov.uk/events/details/3447/
http://www.peoplescanopy.info/
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NOTES TO EDITORS                                                                          
 
In Certain Places is a programme of artistic interventions and events, led by curators Elaine Speight and 
Professor Charles Quick in the School of Art, Design and Performance at the University of Central Lancashire. 
Based in the City of Preston, in the North West of England, the project examines how artists can contribute to 
the form and functions of a place, by exploring new approaches to art, culture and urban development. 
 
Recently celebrated by the publication of the book Subplots to a City. Ten Years of In Certain Places, the 
project has worked with regional, national and international artists including Jeppe Hein, Becky Shaw, Blast 
Theory and John Newling. Subplots to a City is a resource for those interested in place-based art, while also 
contributing to the critical discourse around such practices. Alongside images, project outlines and reflections 
from artists, audience members and collaborators, the book includes texts by Speight and Quick, and 
contributions by specialists from various fields, including Owen Hatherley, Lubaina Himid, Sophie Hope, Paul 
O’Neill and Jonathan Vickery.    
 
ICP 2015 projects include: The People’s Canopy, an international collaboration with the People’s Architecture 
Office in Beijing, on the theme The City As A Meeting Place; Practising Place a programme of conversations 
exploring aspects of place, bringing artists together with people from different backgrounds who share a 
common interest; Rural Mythologies, a series of events looking at notions of the rural as part of a wider focus 
on the ‘expanded city’; Preston Remembers, artist Jen Southern looks at Lancashire soldiers’ experiences over 
the world through military service; The Complaining Body, artists and researchers Sophie Hope and Jenny 
Richards (AKA Manual Labours) look at modern place-based working practices. In addition ICP hosts ongoing 
residencies with north-west artists Rebecca Chesney, Cherry Tenneson and Steph Fletcher. 
 
In Certain Places is funded by University of Central Lancashire and Arts Council 
England. www.incertainplaces.org 

Lancashire Encounter 25 – 27th September will see Preston city centre transformed into a vibrant hub of activity. 
Giant red canopies will stretch across the Flag Market, providing space to be immersed in a world of creativity. 
Visitors are encouraged to discover and explore the exciting and dynamic programme available throughout the 
weekend – making each encounter a unique experience.  
 
Lancashire Encounter is a weekend to discover, experience and be immersed in a bold and imaginative 
spectacle of performance, music, street theatre and art, surrounding Preston Pride on Saturday and Run 
Preston on the Sunday. From large scale interactive projections to mass salsa dance off, burlesque to henna, 
puppet making workshops to a giant revolving life boat; guests will be invited to participate in, interact with or 
just enjoy a great Lancastrian weekend of fun. 19 commissions will be featured, from a range of local, regional 
and national artists. 
 
Lancashire Encounter is delivered through a partnership between Preston City Council, Lancashire County 
Council, UCLan, Marketing Lancashire, Business Improvement District and Preston Creative Partnership.   
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